Ramona Coste - Shuster
May 17, 1939 - February 12, 2023

On February 12th, 2023, a vibrant light was lost when Ramona Coste-Shuster
passed away very suddenly.

In the small city of San Francisco De Macoris, on May 17th 1939, the bright
spark that was Ramona Coste was born. She grew up in a pastel coloured
house following her cousin Mario like a little shadow as if he were her big
brother. She was the first of 14 half siblings. It was a family of strong smart
women and kind loving and knowledgeable men. It was a closeknit family and
Ramona felt equally at home both in the colorful cottage with her pigtail-
tugging cousin and laughing sisters and brothers and her father’s large rolling
house in the capital. She decided to attend medical school at Universidad de
Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic with support and encouragement
from her family and worked as an OBGYN. She was one of very few women
at the time to study medicine and was always grateful for the encouragement
of people like her grandmother fondly known as Masu, her surgeon uncle
Angito and cousin Mario.

Ramona moved to New York where she joined her cousin Mario and worked
for a time as a GP. Wishing to refine her skills, she travelled to Argentina and
completed additional training in gynecology in Buenos Aires, while working as
a general practitioner in the local clinic run by Moises Shuster. While in
Argentina, she spent a great deal of time with Moises and they fell in love.



Soon they were married. This was a love to last the rest of her life- they were
married for 54 years and were inseparable. Although she was a naturally
gifted physician, Ramona needed some help learning cooking skills and
enlisted the support of the generous family next door- the Colattos. Her work,
however, wasn’t enough for her. When Moises’ family asked him to move
closer to them in the US, she took advantage of the opportunity. She didn’t
want to be pigeonholed into the area of medicine considered acceptable
women. In New York she completed a 4-year psychiatric residency program
specializing in community psychiatry at Maimonides Medical Center. While
completing a challenging residency, she gave birth to her first child- Dario, to
be followed by Gabriela once she completed her residency. She became a
staff psychiatrist at Kingsboro and soon became the mother of her third child
Adriana. Later, Ramona became a staff psychiatrist at Coney Island
Developmental Center and Maimonides Medical Center. She helped to teach
resident (student) doctors. She was a beloved fixture in Maimonides and
became the go-to doctor for the most challenging developmental cases. To
Ramona, her clients were like her own children. Even after she retired,
doctors and nurses at Maimonides sought her out for her brilliant insights and
knowledge. She continued to ply her surgical skills on the needy stuffies of her
grandchildren. She loved to nurture people and helped them find what they
had lost. Outside of her work, she was dedicated to her role as a mother and
wife. Ramona loved to spend time with her large extended family. In addition,
she was passionate about travel and voyaged across the world with her young
family roaming through far off places like Italy, Morocco, Egypt and China. She
loved gardening and for many years maintained a vegetable patch and flower
garden. Another great love was antiquing and shopping with her dear friend
Bonnie, with whom she shared a very special kind of sisterhood. She was
beloved to all who knew her and will be greatly missed.

In leiu of flowers donations can be made to:



https://act.alz.org/

https://giving.artsandminds.org/



Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 17. 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Dwyer & Michael's Funeral Home
90 North Broadway

Tarrytown, NY 10591

(914) 631-0621
info@dwyermichaels.com
https://www.dwyermichaelsfh.com

Livestream

FEB 17. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Dwyer & Michael's Funeral Home
90 North Broadway

Tarrytown, NY 10591

(914) 631-0621
info@dwyermichaels.com
https://www.dwyermichaelsfh.com

Click on the following link to access the livestream or replay: https://client.tribucast.com/tcid/5059204260

Prayer Service

FEB 17. 6:00 PM (ET)

Dwyer & Michael's Funeral Home
90 North Broadway

Tarrytown, NY 10591

(914) 631-0621
info@dwyermichaels.com
https://www.dwyermichaelsfh.com

Rev. Dave Lothrop officiating


mailto:info@dwyermichaels.com
https://www.dwyermichaelsfh.com/
mailto:info@dwyermichaels.com
https://www.dwyermichaelsfh.com/
https://client.tribucast.com/tcid/5059204260
mailto:info@dwyermichaels.com
https://www.dwyermichaelsfh.com/

Livestream

FEB 18. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Dwyer & Michael's Funeral Home
90 North Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 10591

Click on the following link to access the livestream or replay: https://client.tribucast.com/tcid/1485329560

Interment

FEB 18. 11:15 AM (ET)

Sleepy Hollow Cemetery
540 N. Broadway
Sleepy Hollow , NY 10591

Reception

FEB 18 (ET)

Half Moon
1 High St
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522

Following Interment


https://client.tribucast.com/tcid/1485329560

Tribute Wall

| can’t begin to tell you how sorry | am for this I
great loss. There are no words to describe

her. She truly was an extraordinary women '
with a heart of gold. “
She will always have a special place in my

heart.

I am grateful for the beautiful memories and the unconditional love
she has given me and all of our family.

I will never forget the way in which she would hold my face in her
hands and look at me with such love and always with a big,
beautiful, brilliant smile. She saw me and loved me for me. I'm so
very blessed to have had her in my life.

My thoughts and prayers are with you all. I'm so sorry | could not
attend. Love you.

Sincerely, Brenda Compres

Brenda Compres-Estrella - February 18, 2023 at 03:59 PM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Ramona Coste - Shuster.

February 16, 2023 at 08:54 PM


https://www.dwyermichaelsfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dwyermichaelsfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Ramona Coste - Shuster.

February 16, 2023 at 08:11 PM


https://www.dwyermichaelsfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dwyermichaelsfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

